
Intro to Sculpture



Agenda

• what is sculpture?

• four main types of sculpture

• intro to artists

• intro to new project 



What is Sculpture?



Type 1: Relief

• sculpture that comes out of a 2D
background

• bas-relief, alto-relief, sunken-relief



Relief: Frank Stella

Diepolz II
1982, Frank Stella



Relief: Frank Stella

My Last Practicum 5th Grade Art Students made 
Frank Stella Inspired Relief Sculptures!



Relief: Frank Stella



Type 2: Free Standing

• any work of sculpture that can be 
viewed from all sides



Free-Standing: Brian Jungen

Multiple Totem Poles
2007, Brian Jungen



Free-Standing: Brian Jungen

Court
2011, Brian Jungen
Installing Brian Jungen’s Court: http://youtu.be/rElZ-Eh1ct8

http://youtu.be/rElZ-Eh1ct8
http://youtu.be/rElZ-Eh1ct8


Free-Standing: Brian Jungen

Court
2011, Brian Jungen
Installing Brian Jungen’s Court: http://youtu.be/rElZ-Eh1ct8

http://youtu.be/rElZ-Eh1ct8
http://youtu.be/rElZ-Eh1ct8


Type 3: Kinetic

• free-standing sculpture that moves

• movement can come from mechanical 
power, wind power or water



Kinetic: Alexander Calder

Rouge Triomphant
1959-63, Alexander Calder



Kinetic: Alexander Calder

Snow Flurry
1948, Alexander Calder

In Motion: http://youtu.be/DScnuGhDuOc

http://youtu.be/DScnuGhDuOc
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Type 4: Assemblage

• sculpture pieced together from found or 
scavenged items

• non-traditional sculpture, more recent 
form of sculpture

• collages are a 2D form of assemblage



Assemblage: Louise Nevelson

Untitled
1985, Louise Nevelson



Assemblage: Louise Nevelson

Dawn’s Wedding Feast
1959, Louise Nevelson



Assemblage: Louise Nevelson

Mrs. N’s Palace
1964-77, Louise Nevelson


